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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 17462 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ICEM, BEXP, UR 

SUB J : SOVIET PURCHASES OF CHEMICAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY 
REF: STATE 270218 

1 . WE NOTE THAT MOSCOW WAS AN ACTION ADDRESSEE ON REFTEL BUT 
FEEL WE MUST POINT OUT OUR LIMITATIONS IN CONTRIBUTING TO A RES- 
PONSE. AS WE SEE IT, MUCH OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED IS HIGHLY 
COMMERCIALLY SENSITIVE, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF OUR BEING ABLE TO 
OBTAIN SUCH DATA FROM WESTERN SOURCES HERE (NOT TO MENTION SOVIET) 
WOULD REST HEAVILY ON OUR BEING ABLE TO PROVIDE COMPARABLE DATA IN 
THE CHEMICALS - OR ANOTHER - FIELD TO OUR CONTACTS, BE THEY DIPLO- 
MATIC COLLEAGUES OR FOREIGN BUSINESSMENT. GIVEN THESE PROBLEMS, 

THE MULTI-NATIONAL NATURE OF THE FIRMS TO BE CONTACTED, AND 
THE POSSIBLE COMMON INTEREST IN THE STUDY BEING UNDERTAKEN, IT 
OCCURS TO US THAT PERHAPS A MULTILATERAL FORUM SUCH AS OECD 
MIGHT BE MORE SUITABLE BOTH FOR RAISING THE QUESTIONS AND 
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PROVIDE IN RETURN. ALTERNATIVELY. IT MIGHT BE RAISED IN 
NATO ECONADS WITH SPECIAL HANDLING OF JAPANESE AND SWISS 
ASPECTS. 

2. IF IT IS PREFERRED NOT TO RAISE THIS ISSUE IN A MULTI- 
LATERAL FORUM. HOWEVER, WE ASSUME THAT MOST INFORMATION 
REQUESTED COULD MORE EFFECTIVELY BE OBTAINED IN CAPITALS 
OF FRIENDLY COUNTRIES CONCERNED. WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
DO WHAT WE CAN WHERE INFORMATION CANNOT BE OBTAINED THERE, 
BUT WE WOULD PREFER TO AVOID DUPLICATION OF EFFORT ON 
WHAT WILL SURELY BE A SENSITIVE MATTER. 

3. SUGGEST DEPARTMENT REPEAT REFTEL AND THIS MESSAGE TO U.S. 
MISSIONS OECD AND US NATO FOR THEIR VIEWS. 

MATLOCK 
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